POLITICS AND POLITICIANS
President du Conseil or Reichskanzler, he is but
the puppet of moneyed interests, whether he
resents or acquiesces in his dependence. To my
thinking this notion is simply grotesque. I can
remember Lord Salisbury well enough to see
the kind of broad smile that would have illu-
mined his face at the notion that he was any-
body's puppet. I doubt if it would have made
him or any of his successors even angry, though
I would not say that there have been none of
them who have not unduly courted the favour
of wealthy individuals. Certainly a Prime
Minister's powers are limited, as I have tried to
show, but they are limited by visible and known
forces ; and suppose that five plutocrats told a
leader that he must do something, and fifty of
his followers in the Commons told him he must
not, it is the fifty who would win each time.
The truth is that politics is not in any way " a
dirty game," though it may be played dirtily
and by dirty players. It is amazing how edu-
cated people apparently pride themselves on the
fact that they take no part in the government
of their country. There may indeed be good
reasons for many to abstain from public life,
but that such abstinence can be matter for self-
complacency shows how strangely some minds
must be composed. Sometimes the excuse is
that they would be tarred and corrupted by the
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